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Note from Joanna 

 
 
Another year is almost over. I have been very blessed with my health, still being able to travel back and forth to Haiti at my 
age. This year, after a long absence, I spent three wonderful months in Haiti. It was great to be back home, see the staff, 
the Kai Mira children and all my old friends. Hopefully I will be able to make another trip in 2013 though I am not able to 
get around so easy anymore. I will be celebrating my 90th birthday in April. 
 
I was very thankful this Thanksgiving to have my oldest daughter, Susan, come to visit me from Lakeland. We had a 
wonderful time together reminiscing about the past and looking at my many photo albums. Many fond memories were 
rekindled.  
 
I would like to thank all donors and volunteers alike for all their help and keeping the HBS dream alive for all these years. 
Please continue to donate and keep us in your prayer. 

 
 
 
Meet Vanessa 
 
Vanessa is almost 2 years old and has been at our Kai Mira orphanage since she 
was abandoned by her family one week after her birth. Vanessa was born at 
home and unfortunately her mother passed away during childbirth. Vanessa was 
dropped off at HBS as the family was not able to take care of her. The family 
promised to come and pick her up after two months but never returned.  
 
Vanessa often has a contemplative expression. She walks but does not talk just 
yet. Vanessa does not have a physical or mental disability and will be moved to 
the William Hodges Foster Home. She really loves it when we have volunteers at 
HBS that come and play with her. She will be happy to see the many volunteers 
that have scheduled for the coming year. 
 

 

 



 
 

Update Roofing Project 
 
The hospital re-roofing project started earlier this year to 
replace the old, rusted tin roofing on the majority of the 
hospital buildings that are over 30 years old. Thus far we 
have accomplished changing the tin roof sheets and wood 
rafters on the Surgery, External/HIV Clinic and the Pharmacy 
building. Funds have been recently been donated to replace 
the Maternity roof. This project will start the beginning of 
2013. We still hope to raise additional funding for the 
waiting room/medical archive, cafeteria and residences 

 

 
Musee De Guahaba 
 
Musee De Guahaba was built in the 1981, by William Hodges 
as a small museum which gives a brief glimpse into the 
history and cultural origins of the Island of Hispaniola from 
the time of the Indians to Slavery. The museum is open to 
the public and receives visits by students and interested 
persons of all ages.  
 
Several volunteers this year have contributed their time to do 
much required maintenance on the overall presentation of 
the building and yard. This coming year we will commence 
work on the display cases to replace the various fading 
inscriptions. 

 
  

 

Many volunteers in 2013 
 
2013 is right around the corner and we have many volunteers 
scheduled for the new year. The surgery teams that are coming will be 
performing many important and essential surgeries. Their specialties 
are Urology, Gynecology, Orthopedic and General Surgery. Prostates, 
hernia repairs, hysterectomies, and emergencies that arise are among 
the surgeries performed at HBS.   
 
We also have students, maintenance and medical staff coming. The 
time that each of these volunteer spends varies from two weeks to 
three months. Most of them will be helping us in the Kai Mira 
orphanage, the administration and upkeep of the hospital.  
 
We are really looking to the arrival of all volunteers and their 
invaluable help. 
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