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Anacaona  
 
The first people living on the island of Hispaniola were the Arawak/Taíno people. History tells us that the Arawak tribe 
originally came from South America and traveled to Hispaniola around 1200 BC.  
 
There were five different kingdoms on the island, Xaraguá, Marién, Maguana, Maguá and Higüey. 
 

Each independent kingdom had a cacique (Taíno Chief). It is 
believed that in 1492, the year Christopher Columbus 
discovered Hispaniola, the Taíno population was upwards of 
750,000. 
 
Anacaona (From Taíno, Ana meaning “flower” and Caona 
meaning “golden”), was born in 1474 in Yaguana – today the 
town of Léogâne, Haiti. She was born in a family of chiefs and 
raised to rule. Her brother, Behechio was the chief of Xaraguá 
and her husband, Caonabó, chief of the nearby territory of 
Maguana. Her brother and husband were two of the five 
highest caciques ruling Ayiti ("land of high mountains").   
 

In 1496 Columbus visited Xaraguá and was met by Anacaona and her brother, Behechio. Bartolomé de las Casas (Protector 
of the Indians) described the meeting as cordial and friendly. Both Anacaona and Behechio provided the Spanish settlers 
with every assistance, even saving their lives on occasions. Initially the relations were friendly between the Taínos and the 
Spanish but soured when the Taínos realized that the Spaniards intentions were not noble.  
 
After her brother's death, Anancaona ruled Xaraguá and also became the chief of Maguana following her husband's death. 
Caonabó was arrested in 1496 by the Spaniards for his attacks on them and put on a ship to Spain where he died in transit. 
 
Anacaoana tried to protect her people. Recognizing that they were not going to succeed by fighting the Spaniards, she 
attempted different strategies. Anacaona began showering the Spaniards with gifts, dance performances and many tributes. 
She also attempted integration. Despite these efforts, the relationship between the Spaniards and the Taínos kept 
deteriorating.  
 
When Nicholas de Ovando, the 
appointed governor (1502 - 1509) of 
Hispaniola, felt threatened by the 
Taíno chiefs, in particular Anacaona, 
he requested them all to show up for 
a "friendly meeting". Once all there 
and settled he ordered to set the 
meeting house on fire killing 
everyone inside. Anacaona, who 
survived the fire, was arrested and 
prosecuted in Santo Domingo. She 
was offered clemency which she 
refused and was sentenced to public 
death. Anacaona died by hanging in 
1503 at the age of 29.  
 
The European diseases brought by 
the Spanish, especially measles, as 
well as redirection of food supplies 
and forced labor had a devastating 
impact on the Taíno Nation. By 1508 
there were just 60,000 Taíno people 
remaining. 
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Anacaona, an important leader and respected by her people, was also a composer of songs, traditional poems and dances 
known as Aríetos. She is seen as a significant icon in Haiti, a prehistoric founder of their country.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Did you know that….. 
 
Haiti is almost 11,000 square miles which is a slightly larger than 
Massachusetts 
 
Hispaniola is the most mountainous island in the Caribbean 
 
Haiti has approximately 2,600 miles of highways but only 680 miles 
are paved 
 
Haiti is the least developed country in the Western Hemisphere but 
the most densely populated with just over 11 million people  
 
Over half of Haiti’s population is under the age of 25 
 
The majority of primary schools in Haiti are private. Most children 
attend school on a regular basis but only about 20% go on to high 
school 
 
Very few Haitians own a car, in the cities people take public 
transportation, the tap tap (a bus/pickup truck) or motorcycle  

 
 
Motor vehicle injuries and deaths are very high in Haiti 
 
In Haiti there is one hospital bed for every 10,000 people 
 
The life expectancy for woman is about 65 and 61 for men 
 
An estimated 25% of small children suffer from malnutrition  
 
Infant mortality rate (53/1000) and maternal deaths 
(521/100,000) are high 
 
Haiti has the highest tuberculosis occurrence in the Americas  
 
Vectorborne diseases are common in Haiti, including Malaria, 
Dengue, Chikungunya and Zika 
 
The Haitians are known for their resiliance and strength 

 

 

HBS needs your help and support! 
 
Haiti has increasingly suffered from economic and political instability over 
the past few years. Recently the instability has intensified making it very 
difficult and expensive to procure fuel, food and medical supplies.   
 
A special thank you to all our HBS supporters, donors and volunteers who 
help us to provide the services of healthcare and potable water to the Limbé 
Valley. It is only with your assistance that HBS can accomplish this and also 
provide for our orphan children. 
 
Please continue to pray and donate to keep the legacy of Dr. William and 
Joanna Hodges alive as HBS needs your help to continue this worthwhile 
endeavor. 
 
HBS Foundation, Inc.            E-mail: hbsfl@att.net 
PO Box 2564                        Phone: (561) 246- 3360 
Palm City, FL 34991             Registration: CH21155 

 

 Happy Thanksgiving ! 
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